
 

CALL FOR PROPOSALS FOR CONTRIBUTION TO A BOOK 

SOCIO-SPATIAL FOOTPRINTS OF ISLAM IN JOHANNESBURG 

Religious identities are profoundly influencing place-making and socio-spatial organisation of twenty- first century cities around the 
world and they are in turn being hybridised by their contact with the urban environments in which they locate. Islam in particular has 
become the focus of global geo-political debate and research, but there is still relatively little work on the spatial footprints of Islam 
in cities outside of predominantly Muslim countries. Most of the limited existing scholarship is on the Muslim presence in the cities of 
Western Europe and North America, with a few texts also on East Asia. The literature on other parts of the world, including Sub-
Saharan Africa, is sparse. 

We are therefore proposing an edited book on ‘The Socio-Spatial Footprints of Islam in Johannesburg’. This is a joint project between 
the South African Research Chair in Spatial Analysis and City Planning at the University of Witwatersrand and Rashid Seedat, Yasmeen 
Dinath, and Yusuf Patel. Johannesburg is used as a case in Africa and the global South where Muslims have a contemporary and 
historical footprint although they are in a demographic minority. It is a context in which we can explore the evolving ways in which 
religious identity intersects in the construction of space with multiple other interests and influences, and with other identities including 
gender, class and ethnicity. The book uses Johannesburg as a case study but is intended to engage with emergent international 
literatures on religious identities in the construction of space, communities in diaspora, and the hybridisation and contestation of 
identities. The book will engage with the footprints of Islam in a multi-disciplinary way but will maintain a ‘spatial lens’, emphasising 
the spatial markers that reveal processes of identity formation and change in the city.     

We call for proposals from author/s to tell the fascinating story of the socio-spatial footprints of Islam in Johannesburg: 

Anticipated topics (but not limited to): 

 Early Muslim Settlement in Johannesburg 

 Islam under Apartheid 

 Post-apartheid processes (including demography, new migrant flows, increasing diversities, hybridisation) 

 Islam, gender and city space  

 Islam, ethnicity and city space 

 Islam, class and city space 

 Religious space and activity (including mosques and madressas) 

 The cultural, educational and business spaces of Muslim communities 

 The interface between Muslim and other communities/identities 

 Popular culture and everyday life: e.g. food, fashion, music, youth 

 Case studies of Muslim spaces in different parts of the City (townships, suburbs, informal settlements, inner city, estates, 
etc.)   

Abstracts should be no longer than 500 words, abstracts and include: proposed topic, study area and proposed methodology. If your 
submission is accepted you will be invited to a workshop to further present your proposed submission. We are also open to suggestions 
for creative approaches to the book and contributions may take the form of shorter, narrative vignettes; longer, academic or scholarly 
pieces or other creative inputs such as photographic essays that can be produced in print format. 

Starting in the last quarter of 2017, we foresee the book project being of 6-9 months duration, with a further 3 months for the 
preparation of the final manuscript for publication. We would like the book to go to press by August 2018.   

Due date for proposals: 29 September 2017, to be submitted to Anisa Desai, anisadesai@gmail.com, office telephone +27 11 717 

2382. 


